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( The Hlustrated London News )

"ARTICULARS OF THE COWARDLY AND DISGRACE- | attempt at her assassination was made by the boy Oxford, a young

FUL ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF HER MAJESTY. twan, who had previously been noticed standing with his back against
" the brick wall kirting the esrden af Noskineham Palase  wes wh
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TIME Magazine 2000 / Visions 21

health A enyironment

CAN |
LIVE TO BE

BY IONATHAN WEINER

{ you don't, your
children may, thanks to
ntists looking for
ty g2nes. But who

ALKING AND TALKING CEY MORE DIFFI-
cult for my mother every day, and when
I-phoned to tell her the headline of this
story, there was a long pause before she
found the words to reply: *I don't recomunend it”

AL 75, she i fighting one of the innumerable nmdromes that
cldedly fiach is heir ta. For yeaoens (hat 0o noemlenst can explaln.
many of ke braia cells we Blling with debzis called Lewy bodies.
Mer symploms resemble those of Abbeimer’s, 3od like Al-
beimer's, e condition is sometimes Ceactc

Do we have 10 groe old w sadly? Before swe go, <o we have to
Jese most of the natural sifts that make life worth Yving? We are
the frst poople in heman history for whom this is 2 primacy con-
corn, For every grreration before oo, the first concezos were Can
1 prow old? Will moy buby reach 2 ripe old age? Please bet ws grow
older! Now the verage lifc expectancy in the US. has advanced
from 47 0 1900 to better Bhan 70 in 1999, During the seat conte-
ry. new biological discoveries should ensure that even more of us
will live 10 see old age and will entoarage us 1o deeam, in wild or
wictful enoraents, that we might ant have o grom od it 2

Whenover | want 10 foc ogimistic., | think sbowt wock in prog-
ress in (ae labmratory of Scymour Benzer of the California Instaute
of Techndlogy. Borzer made the Srst detailed map of 2 gene’s in-
torbor, and be and his stodent Rona’d Konoplka discovered the first
so-calied clock gene, which ticks away jonide viytually every keing
eell, belping tell ewr bodics where we a0x in the dally swoep froe
morning  night. Now, ot 77, Benaer i searching Guough oux
genes for 2 sort of clock of dlocks that telis ws where we are in the
sweep from the cradie 10 the grave and docides how fast we age
Recently be discorered 2 mutant fruit Sy that ives mare than 100
davs, shond one thind Jouger than the st of the madding crowd in
4 8y botle. What makes the difference is 2 singe groe, whirh Bes-
ez calis Sethuaelah.

If ane gene can do that much for flies (of worms er mice—
penctic engineering has crested 2 growing 200 of Methusrlahs),
theo what can our gencs do for us? Maybe there yeally is a clock of
ocks, 204 mavbe, pet maybe, 2ist contury dislogis will ligore
out bow 10 teiddic scal peset the haads. They might concoct
Methoschh pilis or injort Methusefah grres into fevtlized eges and
fool our mortal bodies into believing that we are forever young
“Perhaps” Benzer muses, “sging can be betier described not as 2

¥

| The number of Americans age 100 or older could approach
I

ur
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Enjoy Life. Free of Glasses and Contacts

got rid of your

landenew in the most lll-a-

that eliminate

the blade and cutting of LASIK. We have been
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consultation today.

‘Book your conseitation ASAP 1 secure
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f
Americans are /
rapidly losing their !
taste for low-calorie
soft drinks —
possibly for good 15

New guy first
Nats name Scherzer,
not Strasburg, as their
opening day starter 14

Too-cheap labor
Class-action lawsuit

claims pay for au pairg
is kept illegally low 13

U-Va. inquiry
Charlottesville police
find no evidence of
rape at Phi Kappa Psi
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LATE CITY FINAL

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2007 / Partly susny; & tsterm, hot and humid, 93 / Weather: Page 79

breaks
home-run
record
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EERRUEEI R (Washington Post ) B8 3 R Al
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OEIFT BREIE.
MEMRHREIENEG |, WRRESPBRELEEHAANEBRESE. IRESNGRRBEREZGILIFR
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@ EHEBAURRK.
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e Isunami death toll
could pass 100,000
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