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Evaluating third party video (TPV ) :

How TV reporters work with crowd-sourced AV materials?
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Abstract

Crowdsourcing is an important trend and affects major parts of our lives. More
notably, bulk of our news consumption consists of crowdsourced content; these
content are what we call third party video or TPV for short. In recent years, we see an
increased use of TPV in the Taiwanese media landscape, especially in news reporting
and creation.

Using crowdsourced content in news presents two major problems: 1. Over half
of the TV news today uses crowdsourced TPV. These content often contain
controversial materials. These controversial materials are often selected in bid to
manipulate its audience. . 2. Due to the nature of crowdsourced TPV, news reporters
have difficulties identifying the source of these content. Since more than half of the
news reporting today uses TPV, this makes news highly suspicious. Although this
research finds that reporters do attempt to verify its sources, these attempts are far
from vigorous: new reporters often adopt one of the following ways in order to verify
their news sources: cross validating their data using the Internet, remake opinions
based on netizens/cyber-citizens or changing the agenda of the news content. In the
worst case, news reporters avoid or skip validation of their news sources altogether.

This research provides the following suggestions in solving the above mentioned
problems: (1) prevention of content manipulation by malicious parties so that
consumer of news content are not manipulated or swayed. This ensures that the news
presented is unbiased, objective and fair. (2) Verifying TPV can include attempts to
find any recognizable location, object, or figure from TPV as tips to trace origin. (3)
News reporters can try their best to get in touch with the news sources. If this cannot
be done, try to get in touch with unbiased third parties, such as the police force or
people same as your profession.(4) News reporters can also attempt to perform on-site
investigation may be contributed to find the truth. (5) If the issue is about rumors on
the internet, news reporters may consult experts on the subject matter for clarification.
Finally, this study summarized essential factors for verification applied in a various
situations: Doubting, Cross-examination, Cross validation, logic, and experience.

Keyword: TV news, crowdsource, third party video(TPV), factual verification,
evaluate information.
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